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All vendors selling  
The Big Issue in the North 
must abide by the Code of 
Conduct, the set of rules 
governing how they work. 
Outreach teams from The 
Big Issue in the North 
patrol the streets daily to 
check vendors’ behaviour 
and to encourage and 
support them while 
working. Here are some  
of the key rules:

1. Vendors can only sell  
on designated pitches 
organised by The Big 
Issue in the North.

2. Vendors cannot sell 
between 8.00pm and 
7.00am (6.00pm in 
Liverpool city centre). 
Police officers have  
the authority to 
confiscate magazines 
and badges if they 
witness vendors selling 
during these hours. 

3. Vendors must always 
wear their own badge 
when buying or selling 
the magazine and only 
sell magazines with 
their number on.

4. Vendors can only 
buy magazines for 
themselves.

5. Vendors must not use 
physical or verbal 
aggression towards the 
public or other vendors.

6. Vendors are not allowed 
to sell if staff feel they 
are unfit to do so.

7. Vendors must stand 
when selling; sitting 
down is an obstruction 
to the public highway 
and is illegal.

8. Vendors must not beg 
for money using the 
magazine. Asking for 
spare change or other 
items is considered to 
be begging.

9. Vendors can only 
charge £2.50 for 
each magazine and 
must always give the 
customer the magazine 
once paid for. Failing 
to do so is fraudulent 
and may result in police 
involvement.

To comment on vendor 
behaviour, please call:
Manchester: 0161 831 5570  
Liverpool: 0151 294 3013
Leeds: 0113 243 9027  

The Big Issue in the 
North Trust raises funds 
to provide services for 
homeless vendors of this 
magazine.
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HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS NEWS

Manchester’s homeless 
camp remains defiant
An Occupy-style protest against 
homelessness will this week appeal 
against an eviction order.

Manchester’s Homeless Camp 
has been protesting since mid-April 
against what residents claim is 
unfairness at the heart of the city 
council’s homeless assessment 
policy.

Around 30 homeless people and 
supporters have been staying in the 
camp, first next to the Town Hall on 

Albert Square and later close to the 
Central Library on St Peter’s Square.

A judge granted the council a 
possession order in early May but an 
appeal is due to take place on  
14 May.

A Manchester City Council 
spokesman said: “We have attended 
court and been granted an order for 
possession of land which covers 
St Peter’s Square and adjoining 
buildings. This enables us to move 
the protesters from the square, and 
we are working with the court bailiffs 
and GMP to enforce the order as soon 
as possible.”

Since the court ruling, police 
officers and G4S security guards have 
been on site. The council claims 
they were needed to prevent the 

library itself from being occupied 
– but protesters said they were 
being unfairly blocked from using 
public facilities such as toilets and 
computers. 

Kath France, who has been 
homeless for seven months, said: 
“I think we are being discriminated 
against. I feel victimised and 
alienated.”

Homeless protestor Joe Ainsworth 
said he was outraged by his 

exclusion from a public place. 
“Unless you’ve got a job and are 
paying tax, they don’t care about 
you,” he said.

Camp supporter Dr Steven Peers 
added: “This type of exclusion is 
a breach of human rights and is 
discrimination against vulnerable 
members of our society.”

Security guards told members they 
could not use the library because of 
a court injunction – but Ben Taylor, 
of WTB Solicitors, who is acting on 
behalf of some camp residents, said 
this was untrue.

He added: “No such order has been 
made and they should be entitled to 
access public services provided by 
Manchester City Council just like 
any other member of the public. To 

exclude them from the library on that 
basis is incorrect.”

A spokesman for Manchester City 
Council said protesters had tried 
to occupy the library several times 
and as a result could no longer be 
allowed inside. Other public toilets 
were available less than a minute’s 
walk away.

He said: “Our homeless unit 
have attempted to provide 
housing to those members of the 
group who need it, by providing 
temporary accommodation while 
a full assessment of their needs 
can be made and more permanent 
accommodation found. Many of 
these offers have not been taken up 
by the protesters, but we will still 
provide support for those who are 
willing to accept it.

“We have also invited the 
protesters to talk to us on two 
occasions, and told them we wanted 
to engage with them and seek their 
input as we create a new strategy for 
tackling homelessness in Manchester, 
but despite this offer, the protesters 
have told us they do not want to 
engage with us. 

“While this is incredibly 
disappointing, we will continue to 
engage with those protesters who 
are willing to do so, as improving 
our homelessness service is a major 
priority for the city council.”

Taylor said homeless people 
were staying in the camp as it felt 
safer and offered a greater sense of 
community rather than sleeping 
individually in doorways or car 
parks.

He added: “The second reason is 
an act of protest as in the last few 
years the number of homeless people 
sleeping rough has dramatically 
increased due to the reduction of the 
number of beds available in hostels.

“Most of the homeless camped 
in Manchester are unintentionally 
homeless and are vulnerable, 
therefore, the local authority – in 
this case Manchester City Council 
– has a duty to offer them suitable 
permanent accommodation.”

CIARA LEEMING

Residents of the camp are planning an appeal against eviction. Photo: MEN Media
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